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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS - PROPOSED STRATEGY SESSION 

1 . AT THE 10 CHIEFS OF MISSION MEETING, WE DISCUSSED THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A STRATEGY SESSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS SO THAT 
POLICIES AND OBJECTIVES COULD BE FORMULATED IN SUPPORT OF 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S INITIATIVE AT EVERY POSSIBLE LEVEL. 

IT IS NOT TOO EARLY TO BEGIN PLANNING OUR CONCERNS FOR THE 
35TH HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION SESSION, ESPECIALLY AS ITS 
AGENDA RELATES TO ECOSOC AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

2. I SUGGEST THAT WE TAKE ADVANTAGE OE AMBASSADORS 
YOUNG AND WELLS' PRESENCE IN GENEVA DURING JULY TO CON- 
VENE SUCH A STRATEGY SESSION. WE SHOULD PLAN SEVERAL 
DAYS, UNDERSTANDING THAT ONLY PART OP THOSE DAYS WILL BE 
AVAILABLE FOR OUR DISCUSSIONS BECAUSE OF OTHER ECOSOC 
AND MISSION RESPONSIBILITIES. THE DATES SHOULD BE SET IN 
TERMS OP THE CONVENIENCE OF AMBASSADORS YOUNG AND WELLS, 
AS WELL, AND AFTER CONSULTATION WITH OTHER KEY SUGGESTED 
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PARTICIPANTS, SUCH AS, ASSISTANT SECRETARY MAYNES (AND/OR 
GEORGE DALLEY), REPRESENTATIVE MEZVINSKY, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY DERIAN, AMBASSADORS 

TORRES AND MCGHEE. I WOULD ALSO SUGGEST THAT THE PRESENCE 
OF WARREN HEWETT, BRADY TYSON AND THE WHITE HOUSE REPRE- 
SENTATIVE CONCERNED WITH HUMAN RIGHTS WOULD HELP THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF SUCH A MEETING. 
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3. AMONG THE AGENDA ITEMS, I WOULD SUGGEST THE FOLLOWING: 

A. THE POSSIBILITIES AND LIMITATIONS OF THE UN AND 
ITS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD, 

(1) THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION AND THE UN 
HUMAN RIGHTS DIVISION, 

(2) UNESCO, 

(3) WHOANDILO. 

B. THE U.S. PROPOSAL FOR A UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS - IS THIS IDEA STILL WORTH FOSTERING AFTER 
FIFTEEN YEARS OF EFFORT, OR SHOULD WE THINK IN TERMS OF AN 
AMENDED PROPOSAL AND A DIFFERENT STRATEGY? 

C. HOW CAN WE ENHANCE HUMAN RIGHTS BY GREATER 
ACCOUNTABILITY AND ENFORCEABILITY IN NATIONAL AND INTER- 
NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS? 

D. POLITICAL LIMITATIONS ON U.S. OBJECTIVES BECAUSE 

OF SENATE INABILITY TO RATIFY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITMENTS. 

E. ACCEPTING U.S. COMMITMENT TO CULTURAL, ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL RIGHTS AS PARTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS, HOW CAN WE 
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IDENTIFY THE FORA FOR THESE VARIOUS RIGHTS AND HOW CAN 
THEY BEST BE DEFINED AND DEFENDED? 

F. SHOULD WE NOT BE WORKING MORE DILIGENTLY FOR 
REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS? 
DOES OAS GIVE US AN EXAMPLE OF SUCH A REGIONAL APPROACH? 

G. SHOULD THE U.S. GOVERNMENT RECOMMEND PROGRAMS OF 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD? 

H. HOW CAN WE BETTER SUPPORT NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI- 
ZATIONS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD AND WHAT NEW INITIATIVES 
MIGHT WE PROPOSE TO STRENGTHEN THEIR OBJECTIVE INTER- 
VENTION IN THIS PROBLEM AREA? 

4. THERE ARE CLEARLY MANY OTHER ITEMS THAT COULD BE 
DISCUSSED IN SUCH MEETINGS, SUCH AS, OUR STRATEGY REGARD- 
ING A CONVENTION ON TORTURE, BUT I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR 
ADVICE AS TO THE CONCEPT FOR SUCH A MEETING AND IF YOU 
APPROVE THE APPROPRIATE TIME. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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